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LAGOS, SOKOTO, ZAMFARA, BORNO INAUGURATE SICVEP

As part of the preparations for the forthcoming electoral activities, and in compliance with the Commission’s directive, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Lagos State, has inaugurated a 10-member State Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity.

The Committee which was inaugurated on Wednesday 14 May, 2014, comprised relevant stakeholders, namely:

1. Independent National Electoral Commission

2. National Orientation Agency

3. Federal Ministry of Information

4. Nigerian Television Authority

5. Federal Radio Corporation

6. Nigerian Union of Journalists

7. News Agency of Nigeria

8. Lagos State Ministry of Information and Strategy

9. Lagos State Ministry of Women Affairs

10. Lagos State Television and Radio Service.

In his remarks, at the occasion, the Resident Electoral Commissioner, Dr. Adekunle Ladipo Ogunmola, expressed profound gratitude to the members for their attendance. He stressed that the Committee was constituted to replicate at the State and Local Government levels, the National Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity as directed by the National Headquarters.

He said that the Commission had, in pursuit of its constitutional mandate, instituted a Strategic Plan for 2012-2016, which he said led to the recent restructuring of the Commission to enthrone international best practices in electoral management.

Dr. Ogunmola further said that the inauguration of the Committee was to involve the stakeholders in the fulfillment of one the Commission’s cardinal mandates, namely the promotion of sound democratic principles and voter education.

He regretted that the Nigerian citizenry had been apathetic and indifferent toward the electoral process and urged the Committee members to deploy their expertise in public enlightenment, awareness creation and citizenry mobilization to assist the Commission in accomplishing massive participation of the citizens in electoral activities.

The Resident Electoral Commissioner who read out the Committee’s Terms of Reference at the inaugural meeting, announced that the Commission would soon commence the distribution of Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) and the Continuous Voter Registration, which he noted required massive publicity.

In a response on behalf of the members, the State Director of the National Orientation Agency, Waheed Ishola, extolled the Commission   for the initiative to involve relevant governmental agencies on Voter Education and Publicity. 

He said that the gesture was value added to massive public awareness creation especially at the grassroots, pledging the cooperation of the Committee members to ensure the accomplishment of the significant assignment.

The Sokoto state office of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), has inaugurated the Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity (NICVEP). The Committee was inaugurated on Wednesday, 28th May, 2014, at the Conference Hall of the state office by the Resident Electoral Commissioner, Hussain Ahmed Mahuta.

The Resident Electoral Commissioner in his inaugural speech said that the establishment of the Committee was informed by the desire to boost opportunities for free, fair, credible and acceptable elections in 2015 and all future elections in Nigeria. He said: “this is a unique development in the history of electioneering in this country, whereby a wide range of organizations and agencies were carefully selected and brought together in a formal manner to try to address the issue of voter education and publicity”. 

He pointed out that enlightenment and mainstreaming of voters will go a long way in reducing the level of voter apathy in our polity and eliminating ignorance of electoral matter, and processes.

He argued that ‘’an enlightened and well informed electorate is a great asset to the success of any election and democracy at large.’’

The Resident Electoral Commissioner regretted the attitude and conduct of both the electorate and the political class which, he said left much to be desired. He attributed this partly to the low level of voter education.

He assured the members of the Committee of the Commission’s determination to facilitate its work in order to take voter education to a new level. He expressed the hope that the wide range of the membership of the Committee would afford INEC the opportunity to benefit from its network, reach, resources and expertise.

The General Manager, Rima Radio, Sokoto, Hajiya Halima S/Tudu, assured of the members’ readiness to partner and work with the Commission to achieve the Committee’s desired objectives. Also in his comment, the State Director of the National Orientation Agency (NOA), Alh Abubakar D. Mode, commended the Commission for its foresight in establishing the Committee, and pointed out that Voter Education was a collective enterprise which must be given maximum priority by every stakeholder in the electoral process.

The Members of the Committee are:

1. Resident Electoral Commissioner

-
Chairman

2. Ministry of Women Affairs


-
Member

3. Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ)
- 
Member

4. Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC)

-
Member

5. Ministry of Information


- 
Member

6. Fed. Min of Information, Sokoto

-
Member

7.  News Agency of Nigeria


-
Member

8. Nigeria Television Authority (NTA)
-
Member

9. Rima Television, Sokoto


- 
Member

10. National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) -Member

11. Rima Radio Sokoto


-
Member

12. National Orientation Agency (NOA)-
Member

13. HOD, Voter Education and Publicity-
Secretary.
The Resident Electoral Commissioner for Zamfara state, Jibril Ibrahim Zarewa, has inaugurated the Inter Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity (SICVEP) in Zamfara state as a follow up of the inauguration of the same Committee at the national level by the Chairman of INEC, Prof Attahiru Muhammadu Jega, OFR.

He said that Section 2 of the Electoral Act 2010 (as amended) stipulated that in addition to the functions conferred on the Commission by the Constitution, INEC had the power to conduct voter and civic education. 

He noted that INEC could not single-handedly undertake or achieve effective mobilization and voter education with the desired reach. The Commissioner argued that civic and voter education should be a shared responsibility based on the joint efforts of INEC, the political parties, civil society organizations, traditional institutions, religious institutions, the media and relevant Ministries, Departments and Agencies.

He highlighted the purpose of the Committee which was borne out of the provision in INEC’s Strategic Plan 2012 – 2016. The membership of the Committee consists of INEC along with relevant Ministries, Departments and Agencies, professional bodies and members who have the same or similar obligations, each bringing with it considerable knowledge, expertise, resources and reach. 

The Commissioner noted that SICVEP’s harmonized mechanisms and approaches was designed to achieve increased awareness, and participation especially by mainstreaming disadvantaged and marginalized groups, promoting positive attitudes, and encouraging compliance with extant rules and regulations.

Members of the Committee are:

1.   The Resident Electoral Commissioner
-
Chairman

2.   State Ministry of information


-
Member

3.   State Ministry of Women Affairs

-
Member

4.   National Orientation Agency


-
Member

5.   NTA Gusau





-
 Member         

6.   Zamfara State Radio



-
Member

7.   Pride FM Radio




-
Member

8.   Nigeria Union of Journalists


-
Member

9.   Federal Ministry of Information

-
Member

10. Association of Nigeria Confederation of Principals of Secondary Schools






-
Member

11.H.O.D Voter Education and Publicity
-
Secretary

 

The Commissioner stressed that part of the Committee`s goal was to discourage apathy and to promote positive attitudes and responses among the citizenry, encourage compliance with regulations, discourage violence and all forms of malpractices and increase more active participation in the electoral process. 

Alhaji Zarewa noted that it was imperative to put in place a framework for the development and design of voter and civic education materials, as well as the harmonization of concepts and approaches. 

He urged the Committee to review and upgrade the information materials and methodology for civic/voter education, targeting the voter population as well as all socially excluded and marginalized groups in the electoral process. 

Terms of reference were designed and made available to all members of the Committee.

The Independent National Electoral Commission, Ogun State, on Wednesday 4th of June, 2014, inaugurated the State Interagency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity at the State Headquarters, Magbon, Oke-Mosan, Abeokuta.

While welcoming members of the Committee, the Resident Electoral Commissioner for Ogun State, Mr. Sam Olumekun (mni), informed them that the ceremony was one of several events listed in the Commission’s Strategic Plan 2012-2016, geared towards the preparation that would engender credible elections in 2015.

Mr. Olumekun appealed to members of the Committee to carefully familiarize themselves with their terms of reference so as to be better positioned to make useful inputs. While also assuring them that though the Committee’s roles were advisory, all their useful advises would be channeled to the national body for necessary action and implementation.

The Committee members include: the REC, Mr. Sam Olumekun (mni), as the Chairman; State Ministry of Information; State Ministry of Women Affairs; National Orientation Agency; State Broadcasting Service (OGTV & OGBC); Ministry of Education; News Agency of Nigeria; and All Nigerian Conference of Principal of Secondary Schools (ANCOPSS), Mrs. Lara Onabanjo. The State Voter Education Officer is to serve as the Secretary.

The Committee’s terms of reference include among others: to ensure inter-agency cooperation; promote partnership; ensure proper coordination and monitoring; standardize and streamline voter education messages and materials; and to pool resources together so as to optimize the effectiveness of voter education campaigns in Ogun State.

The State Director of National Orientation Agency (NAO), Mr. Sola Babalola, expressed delight at the setting up of the Committee which according to him, has proven that INEC was committed to the eradication of voter apathy and voided ballots (votes). This was readily corroborated by the State Commissioner for Women Affairs, Mrs. Elizabeth A. Sonubi.

The Independent National Electoral Commission, Borno State inaugurated the State Inter-Agency Advisory Committee on Voter Education and Publicity (SICVEP), on July 23rd 2014. The occasion took place at the Conference Hall of the Commission in Maiduguri. During the inauguration, the Resident Electoral Commissioner, Prof. H. Tukur Sa'ad, called on all stakeholders to partner with INEC in this all important task of voter education. 

The Commission, according to the Commissioner, was out to give voter education its rightful place to check the degree of apathy being experienced in the polity. 

Prof. Sa’ad advocated that voter education must be a continous process rather than the current periodic or occasional exercise. 

All stakeholders at the inauguration agreed to partner with INEC to enlighten Nigerians on their civic responsibilities. 

Electoral Officers (E.O.s) who were in attendance were asked to take the message to their respective Local Government Areas (LGAs). This according to the Commissioner was to be done through the formation of LICVEPs that must be constituted at the LGA level. He further challenged the media practitioners and members of the Committee to ensure that posters were produced in the local languages, adding that political discourse in this part of Nigeria was in local languages. He argued that that was why the foreign media such as British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Radio Deutche Welle, Voice of America (VOA) Hausa Services etc make serious impact.
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